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Georgk Edward Davenport wa.s horn in Roston, August 3cJ, 
1833, the son of William E. arul Deborah (Skidmore) Davenport, 
both of old Boston families. He completed the regular public school 
course, graduating from tlu* High School. At twenty years of age he 
married Miss Mary Francis and removed to South Boston, remaining 


there until 


Medfor 


He 


died November 27, 1907, leaving a wife, eight children, ten grand¬ 
children an<i one great grandchild. 

Even in his school davs he was much inten'sted in nature studies, 

1 . ^ 

soon concemtrating the interest on botany, later making ferns a spe¬ 
cialty, which they remained all of his life. The study, however, had 
to be pursued in what time was left from an active business, which he 
kept uj) till two years befor<‘ his death. B) all the study of tlu“ ferns 
for the past forty years he had a noteworthy j)art: though no work of 
great volume remains from his pen, his influence is to l)e .seen in much 
of what has been publish<*d by others, and his shorter articles are to 
be found in many botanical ])ublications, notably the Bulletin of the 
Torrev Botanical ( lub, tin* F<‘rn Bulletin and Rhodora. The bib¬ 


liography of these articles at the end of tins note, comj)ile.d by Miss 


Mary A. Day of the Gray Herl)arium, is probably fairly complete, but 
does not attem|)t to include the many articles he wrote rt'ferring more 
especially to forestry or horticulture. lb* had long been at work on a 
manual of the North American ferns, but when his release from busi¬ 
ness cares gave him the time he so much needed for the task, sight and 
strength avcd* no longer eciual to it. much to his sorrow. The last 
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two years his time was largely spent in his garden; here in small com¬ 
pass was a remarkahle variety of conditions, rich ground, swamp, rocky 
hillside; here h(‘ had growing nearly every fern found in New England, 
and here too he watched with much interest a little group of flowering 
plants, selected as best showing the phenomena of heredity and muta¬ 
tion that now attract so much interest. The enthusiasm with which 
he showed me these treasures one Sunday morning early in last Octo¬ 
ber, will always l)e a most pleasant recollection. 

It would seem that an active business life and the thorough study of 
a specialty would he all that one. could achieve; but he had other 
interests as well. He was an active worker in the anti-slavery move¬ 
ment, one of the first to he interested in labor reform questions, a 
leading spirit in the work of .securing for the public the ^liddlesex 
Fells, and for eighteen vears he was a member of the school l)oard of 

" “ t 

Medford. He was an original meml)er of the New England Botanical 
Club, a life member of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society and a 
fellow of the American Academv of Arts and Sciences. 

I 

I first became acquainted witli him at the time of the formation of 
the Middle.sex Scientific F'ield (dub, of which he was one of the chief 
promoters; in the many excursions we made in the Fells region and 
elsewhere in the county he was a leader, and his knowledge of the region 
was of much value for the Flora of the eounty, published by the Mid- 
dlese.x Institute; he was always ready to give his tina* and advice to 
those of us who were then beginners, and Avhose ignorance must have 
seemed to him monumental. He was a man of strong and enduring 
attachnuMits; sensitive as a woman, but with a man’s courage in 
defense of his convictions. Whatever he believed in he ehampioned 
with an almost passionate devotion; whether it were the giving of 
freedom to the slave, the rescuing of the Fells from destruction, or the 
true theory of the terminal hud of Botrychium, he would fight for it 
as long a; his strength cmlured. That others could not take the same 
stand, indeed might hold other views, seemed often to surprise and 
distress him, but never impaired his kindness of heart to the delin¬ 
quents. Though a careful student of details of structure and develop¬ 
ment, he never lost sight of the beauty of the living plant, and he was a 
lover of nature all his life. No more fitting end to his life can be 
imagined than that which came to him, in open air, among the familiar 
objects of his loved Middlesex F'ells, now, so much by his own exertions, 
safe for all time. 
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Thk Botanical Writinos of thk i.ate (if.ohge 

Edward Davknport. 

[The followiiif!; list of Mr. Davenport’s writings has been kindly prepared at 
our request l)y Miss Mary'^ A. Day to acconipany the above sketch. It is due 
to Miss Day to state that the compilation has l>een made with unavoidable 
haste and during pressure of other work. Although a wide range of periodi¬ 
cal literature has been examined and all Mr. Daveiqwrt’s botanical papers and 
notes have been included so far as they have been found, it is qiiite possible 
that some titles have been overlooketl. especially as Mr. Daven}K)rt’s botani¬ 
cal activity extended through a long j)eriod of years and his publications have 


been widely scattered. 


hkl.] 
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1. Catai.ogue of North American ferns in the herbarium 

PRESENTED TO THE MaS.SACHUSETTS HORTICULTURAL SoCIETV 

BY Gr:oRGE E. D.wenport, Juno 5, 1875. 
la. Flora of TMedford [with a fi ll account of the ferns 

OF Massachusetts. Beinc. a series of papers pub¬ 
lished IN THE Medford Chronicle]. 1875-1876. 

AsPLENIU.M FiLIX-FOEMINA, BeRNII. VAR. T>ACINIATUM, MoORE. 

Bull, d'orr. Bot. ('lub, vi. 88. A|)r. 1876. 

3. Aspidiu.m Thelyp'I'eris, Swz. Bull. Torr. Bot. C^liib, vi. 113. 

. Oct. 1876. 

4. Forking ferns. Bot. Gaz. ii. 80-81. Feb. 1877. 

5. Aspidium spinulosum Swz. Bot. Gaz. ii. 81. Feb. 1877. 

6. Vari.vi'io.ns in Lo.maria and Polypodiu.m. Bull. Torr. Bot. 

Club, vi. 136. Feb. 1877. 

7. Asplenium Fillx-foemina, var. laciniatum Moore. .Bull. 

Torr. Bot. Club, vi. 168. Au". 1877. 

8. Vitality in ferns. Bot. (iaz. ii. 134. Sept. 1877. 

9. Botryciiium Lunaria in New York state. Bull. Torr. Bot. 

Club, vi. 176. S(‘i)t. 1877. 

10. Variations of color i.n flowers. Bot. Gaz. ii. 141-142. 


Oct. 1877. 

11. Notes on Botryciiium simplex, Hitchcock. Nov. 1877. 

12. A new CheilAxNTIIES. liull. Torr. Bot. Club, vi. 190-191. 

Dec. 1877. 

13. VeRxN.VTIO.N I.N Botrychia, with special reference to its 

importance as a means for distinguishing the different 
SPECIES. Bull. Torr. Bof. Club, vi. 193-199, plate. Jan. 

1878. 
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14. Asplemum ehenoide.s, R. R. Scott. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, 

vi. 200. .Ian. 1878. 

15. Camptosorus i.\ eastern MA.s.sA(TiusF/n’s. Bull, d'orr. Bot. 

Clul), vi. 200. Feb. 1878. 

10. BoTRYCiiiuM SIMPLEX, HiTCuc., IN Ma.ss. Bull. Torr. Bot. 

Club, vi. 284. June, 1878. 

17. PoLYOAMous FLOWERS IN PoPULUS. Bot. Gaz. iii. 51. June, 

1878. 

18. Ferns of Kentucky. Bot. Gaz. iii. 54-55. June, 1878. 

19. AsPIDII .M SPLNULOSUM (SWARTZ) AND ITS VARIETIES. Alll. Xat. 

xii. 707-717. Xov. 1878. 

20. C.\TALOC.lE OF THE “DaVE.NPORT MeRBARIU.m” OF XoRTH 


27. 


82. 


American ferns north of Mexico. 



. 1879. 



21. Aspidium Boo'rrii Tuckerman. Am. Nat. xiii 

Mar. 1879. 

22. Fern etchinos. By John Wh.liamson, author of the 

Ferns of Kentucky, Louisvili.f, Ky. John P. INIorton 

& Co., PUHLLSHERS. Bull. Toit. Bot. Club, vi. 851. Oct. 

1879. 

28. Tr.\p.4 NATANS. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, vi. 852. 

24. Pteris aquilina. Bot. Gaz. v. 80-81. 


C )ct. 



25. A new fern. Bull. Torr. Bot 
20. Fern notes. Bull. Torr. Bot 




S YSTE M A r IC F E R N- LI ST. 


J f 


Bot. Gaz. V. 


. Mar. 1S80. 

vii. 50-51. 

Mav, 

vii. 85-80. 

Aug. 

V. 181-182. 

Oct. 

:, Milde. 

Bull. 


1880. 
1880. 
1880. 
Torr. 



28. Vernation of Botrychiu.m horeali 

Bot. Club, vii. 115-110. X'ov. 1880. 

ft ' 

29. The flora of K.ssex Cot nty, Massachusetts, Joiln Rohi.n- 

soN, Essex Institute, Salem, ISSt). Bot. Gaz. vi. 187 
Mar. 1881. 

80. The herrari.v and botanical libraries of the United 

States. IV. The Massachusetts Horticultural Soci¬ 
ety. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, viii. 80-82. Mar. 1S81. 

81. A new American fern. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, viii. 01- 02, |)1.8. 


June, 1881. 


Fern Notf:s. 11. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, viii. 88-89. Aug 
1881. 


Our native ferns.” Bot. Gaz. vi. 204. Sept. 1881. 


88 . ‘ 

84. Vernation in Botryciha. Hull. Torr. Bot. Club, viii. 100-101 

Sept. 1881. 


ft 
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35. Onoclea sensibili.s, var. obtusilobata. Bull. Torr. Bot. 

Club, viii. 109-111. Oct. 1881. 

3G. Cheilantiies myriophylla, Desv. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, viii. 

116. Oct. 1881. 

37. WooDSiA OBTUSA, ToRREY. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, viii. 116. 

Oct. 1881. 

38. An interesting fernery. Bot. Oaz. vi. 295-296. Dec. 1881. 

39. Fern Notes. III. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, i.\. 20-23. 

1882. 

40. A BIT OF FERN Hi.STOHY. Bot. Cbiz. vii. 60-64. Mav, 1882. 

t " 


Feb. 


41. Fern notes. IV. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, i.x. 68-69. Mav, 

1882. 

42. Ophioglossum nudicaule, L. fie. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, ix. 


Aug 


71-72. Mav, 1882. 

t ' 

43. Fern notes. V. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, ix. 99-101. 

1882. 

44. OuR native ferns and their allies, with synoi^ical de¬ 

scriptions of American pteridophyta north of Mexico. 
By Lucien M. U.nderwood, Ph.D. 2d edition. Bloom¬ 


ington, III. 1882. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, ix. 108 
1882. 


Aug 


45. Some Alaska ferns, with notes. Bot. Gaz. vii. 96-97. Aug.- 

Sept. 1882. 

46. Albinism in Gentiana crinita. Bot. Gaz. vii. 135. Nov. 

1882. 

47. Alaska ferns. Bot. Gaz. viii. 160. Jan. 1883. 

48. Fern Notes. VI. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, x. 4-7. Jan. 1883. 

49. Some comparative iables showing the distribution of 

FERNS IN THE U.NITED StATES OF NoRTII AMERICA. AlU. 

Phil. Soc. Proc. x.x. 605-612. Feb. 1883. 

50. Catalogue of the Davenport Herbarium. Supplement. 

Mar. 1883. 

51. Aspidium Lonchitis Swz. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, x. 40: Apr. 

1883. 

52. North A.merican ferns. Ajir. 1883. 

53. A NEW FER.N. Bull. Torr. Bot. (3ub, x. 61-62, pi. 34. June, 

1883. 

54. John Williamson.— Obituary. Bot. Gaz. ix. 122-126. Aug. 

1884. 
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55. 


Fern notes. VII. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, xii. 21-24. Fol) 
& Mar. 1885. 


50. Lines on Dr. Asa Gray’s seventy-fifth birthday, Novem- 


Mar. 1880 


HER 18, 1885. Bot. Gaz. xi. 9. Jan. 1880. 

57. Beverchon’s Texas ferns. Bot. Gaz. xi. 07. 

58. Fern notes. VIII. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, xiii. 81-82. INIav, 

1880. 

59. Fern notes. IX. List of ferns collected on the moun¬ 

tains NEAR THE CITY OF ChHT¥AIIUA, MeXICO, DURING 
THE SEASON OF 1885, BY C. G. PriNGLE, OF CHARLOTTE, 

Vermont. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, xiii. 129-185, pi. 58. Aug. 
1880. 

00. Ophioglossaceae of the United States. Vick’s Ill. Mag.* 



8, 71-74. 

01. Fern notes. X. Cheilanthes fibrillosa, Davenport, in 

Herb. Mass. IIort. Soc’y, 1884, and in Underwood, Our 

NATIVE FERNS, 3cl ED.; LlST OF FERNS COLLECTED IN THE 

.STATES OF Mexico and Chihuahua, Mexico, by C. G. 
Pringle, during the sea.sons of 1880-87. Bull. Torr. 
Bot. Club, XV. 225-229. Sept. 1888. 

02. Observations on the new Texas fern Notholaena Neallyi 

Seaton, as de.scribed in “Contributions from the U. S. 
Herbariu.m,” II, p. 01, NO. 894, June, 1890, and a Mexican 

9 

FERN collected BY C. G. PrINGLE NEAR GuADALAJARA IN 

Bot. Gaz. xvi. 53-54. Feb. 1891. 



03. Filices Mexicanae. I. Gard. & For. iv. 448-450, fig. 71 

Sept. 1891. 

04. Filices Mexic.anae. II. Gard. & For. iv. 483-484, fig. 75 

Oct. 1891. 

05. Filices Mexicanae. III. Gard. & For. iv. 519-520, fig. 80 

Nov. 1891. 

GO. Filices Mexicanae. IV. Gard. & For. iv. 555-550, fig. 

■ Nov. 1891. 

07. Filices Mexicanae. V. An enumeration of itie ferns 

COLLECTED LN MeXICO BY C. G. PrINGLE OF CHARLOTTE, 

Vermont, during the seasons 1891-1892 and 1893. Bot. 



Gaz. xix. 389-390. Oct. 1894. 


08. 


'wo new ferns from New E.ngland, with some observ.a 
tions on hybridity and nomenclature. Bot. Gaz. xix 

492-497. Dec. 1894. 
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Aspidium simulatum Dav. 
189.5. 

Daniel Cady Eaton. 

189.5. 


Bot. Gaz. x.x. 229-230. ISIay, 


Bot. Gaz. XX. 360-309, pi. 20A. Aug 


Botanical nomencl.vtuue. Bot. Gaz. xxi. 8.5-88. Feb. 1896. 


Filice.s Mexicanae. VI. Fehns collected in the states 
OF Oaxaca, Morelos and Vera Cruz, Mexico, during the 
SEASONS OF 1894 A.ND 1895 BY’ C. G. Pringle, of Charlotte, 
Vermont. Bot. Gaz. xxi. 25.3-20.5, pi. 18. May, 1890. 
Aspidium ( ristatum X m.yrginale Davenport. PVrn Bull. 

iv. 40. Julv, 1890. 

•> ^ 

[Leiter rel.ating to the Boston fern, Nephrolepis exal- 
tata, var. bostoniensis Davenport, n. var.] The New 
England Florist, ii. 130-137, rej>rinted on p. 1.50, figures. 
Sept. 1890. 

Aspidium cristatum X marginale Davenport. Gard. & 
For. ix. 444—440, fig. 58. Nov. 1896. 


On the use of the term frond’ as applied to ferns. Bot. 

Gaz. .xxii. 497-498. Dee. 1890. 

Aspidium simulati m. Gard. For. ix. 484, fig. 69. Dec. 
1896. 

BoTRYCHII M TERNATUM SwZ. VAR. LUNARIOIDES (MlClIX.) 

Milde. Bot. Gaz. xxiii. 282-287. Apr. 1897. 

Wind-blown ferneries. Fern Bull. v. 24-25. Apr. 1897. 

BoTRYCHIUM TERNATUM SwZ., AND ITS VARIETIES. Feril Bull. 

V. 40-43. Julv 1897. 

C ^ 

Abnormal forms f)F iiybriditv in ferns. Linnaean Fern 
(diapter (Boston Meeting), 1-11. 1899. 

Acrosticiii.m lomarioides Jenman. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, 
xxvi. 318-319. June, 1899. 

Ly’copodium alopecl roides. Fern Bull. vii. 97. Oct. 1899. 
Ferns of Maranacook, Maine. Bhodora, i. 218-220. 

1899. 

John Williamson. Fern Bull. viii. 1-5. Portrait. Jan. 1900. 
To FERN collectors. Hlioclora, ii. 212. Oct. 1900. 

Dicksonia pilosiuscula, VAR. CRLSTATA. Bliodora, ii. 220-221. 

Nov. 1900. 

A PLEA FOR THE PRESERY ATION OF OUR FER.VS. SocietV for the 

%J 

Protection of Native Plants, lA?afiet 3. 1901. 


Dee. 
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89. A PLUMOSE VARIETY OF EBONY SPLEENWOKT. Hhoclora, iii. 

1-2, j)l. 22. Jan. 1901. 

90. Botuychium matricariaefolium a. Hr. Fern Bull. ix. 37-38, 

Aj)r. 1901. 

91. Miscellaneous notes on New England ferns and allies. 

Rhodora, iii. 223-225. Sept. 1901. 

92. The “.American Fern Book” or “Our Fer.ns in their 

Haunts” by Willard N. Clute, with illustrations by 


William Walworth Stidson. Rhodora, iii. 238. 

1901. 

93. Two new fern lists. I. Fern Bull. ix. 77-80. 

94. Mlscellaneous notes on New England Ferns. 

dora., iii. 2()6-270. Nov. 1901. 

95. Mlscella.neous .notes on New England ferns. 

dora, iv. 7-13. Jan. 1902. 

96. Two NEW FERN LISTS.— II. Fern Bull. x. 22-24. 

97. Miscellaneous notes on New England ferns. 

dora, iv. 49-55. Mar. 1902. 

98. A coRREcrrioN. Fern Bull. x. 59. Apr. 1902. 

99. Mlscella.neous notes on New England ferns. 

dora, V. 157-160. Aug. 1902. 

100. Early fern study in America. Fern. Bull. x. 97 

1902. 

101. Miscellaneous notes on New England ferns. 

dora, vi. 31-33. Feb. 1904. 

102. The de.vi’H of William Wendte. Rhodora, vi. 209-210. 

Oct. 1904. 

103. Middlesex Fells changes. Some of their effects i pon 

NATIVE PLANTS. Bostoii IN'i^niug Tran.script, Mar. 17, 1905. 

104. A NEW TYPE OF Aneimia. Fern Bull. xiii. 18-21. Apr. 1905. 

105. The CHANGED Ml DDLESEX Fells. Boston Evening Transcript, 

May 26, 1905. 

106. Reversions and their fluctuations. Fern Bull. xiii. 106- 

107. Dec. 1905. 

107. A HYBRID AsPLENIUM NEW TO THE FLORA OF VERMONT. HllO- 

dora, viii. 12-15. Feb. 1906. 

108. Botrychium matricari.\efolium A. Br. An enquiry into 

THE RELATIO.NSIIIPS BETWEEN BoTRYCHIUM NEGLECTUM 

Wood, Botrychium .matricariaefolium A. Braun, and 


238. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

1901. 

II. 

R ho- 

III. 

Rho- 

Jan. 

1902. 

IV. 

R bo¬ 

V. 

ll ho- 

-101. 

Oct. 

VI. 

Rho- 
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Botrychium ramosum Asciiersox. Fern Bull. xiv. 11-19, 
pi. 1, 2. Mar. 190(>. 

109. The forms of Botrychium simplex. F'ern Bull. .xiv. 84-85. 

July, 1906. 

•l ^ 


irtivles relatinr) to Mr. Davenport' .s' hertxirium and woric. 


The Davenport herharium. Bull. Torr. Bot. Club, vi. 51-54, 1875; 

314-315,1879. 

Catalogue of North Americ.an ferns. [Notice of] Bull. Torr. 

Bot. Club, vi. 273. 1878. 

[Editorial note on work of Mr. Davenport.] Fern Bull. viii. 

70. 1900. 

[Account of herbarium.] Bhodora, iii. 220. 1901. 

[Editorial note on life and work of Mr. Davenport, with 

portrait.] Fern Bull. Lx. 44. 1901. 


NOTES ON FUNGI, 


I. 


W. G. Farlow. 


Tremella RETICUL.AT.A. While botanizing at laike Duninore, 
Vermont, in September, 1896, 1 found a quantity of a tremellinaceous 
fungus growing over the ground and fallen branches in a coniferous 
wood. The season was very wet and the fungus, owing to the rain, 
was in places reduced to shapeless masses, but there remained a 
number of specimens which retained their normal habit. From a 
solid gelatinous base there rose to the height of 7.5 cm. (3 inches) or 
more masses of a white jelly, which resembled in outline certain large 
and coarse species of Ctadoiiia, as C. Boryi Tuckm. Subcylindrical 
branches aro.se from a common ba.se, more or less anastomosing lielow, 
reticulated and becoming free and irregularly forking upwards, the 
branches gradually tapering to the ti|).s, which were fimbriate. The 
color when fresh was white except at the tij>s, which were somewhat 
yellowish or browmish. In drying, the whole fungus shrivelled very 
much and became a yellow brown. Microscopic examination showed 






